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Real Estate award winners! 

he Real Estate Section has had two 
more award winners! 
 

First, Charles Hudson, Titles and 
Acquisition Manager, as selected for 
honorable mention in FHWA's first 
national Excellence in Right of Way 
Awards in the Integration category . This 
awards program was developed to honor those 
that excel in streamlining or improving the real 
property acquisition process while ensuring that 
property owners ' and tenants ' rights are protected.   
 

The integration category recognizes Charles' 
efforts in chairing and coordinating our Joint 
Review team composed of various key members 
of the Program Development Division, District 
Personnel, Consultants, and FHWA .This team 
reviews right of way maps at 60 percent 

completion on each project involving right of 
way to help identify problems and solutions 

that help minimize plan and map changes. 
 

Second, Don Bernard, District Manager 
in Hammond, has been named Manager 
of the Quarter in District 62 for the first 

quarter 2003. In the letter announcing the 
award, District Administrator Robert Roth said 

that Don, : … is extremely knowledgeable in the 
Real Estate area. He always represents … the 
Department in a favorable light.” Mr. Roth also 
noted Don’s professionalism, courtesy, and 
helpfulness. Mr. Roth also notes that Don is “ … 
innovative in finding solutions to problems …” 
 

Congratulations to these award winners! 

Conferences focus on electronic appraisals, 
signs, contamination  
 

Director’s Report 
By: Jim Dousay 

s you can see from 
the article above, 
Real Estate is 
getting some much-
deserved 

recognition. The Excellence in 
Right of Way award is national 
recognition for the Real Estate Section’s efforts to 
improve our process. The presentation will be held 
in Dr. Kam’s office. 
 

Conferences, Meetings 
In the last issue of the Acquirer, I noted that I was 
going to attend the national AASHTO Right of 

Way and Utility Conference. This meeting was 
held in May in Newport, RI. The primary issue at 
this conference was the electronic transmission of 
appraisals. Ten or more states will be contributing 
research funds for a research project aimed at 
standardizing the electronic appraisal process. 
Virginia, one of the contributing states, is also 
investigating establishment of a database of 
comparable sales. The states will pool their 
resources for this study. We will be providing 
information for this study. Texas DOT will be the 
lead agency in this endeavor. The report is 
scheduled to be completed this year. 
 

The presentations on this topic were made in the 
appraisal session, which I was privileged to 
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moderate. The speakers and the presentations were 
all excellent.  
 

There was also a lot of 
interest at the conference in 
the appraisal of signboards. 
AASHTO members are 
working with the industry 

to help establish consistency in the valuation of 
billboards. One of the issues being investigated is 
when the use of the income approach is 
appropriate. The approach to valuation of 
billboards varies from state to state due to 
differences in state laws. Some states treat signs as 
movables, which can cause a problem when there 
is no place to move them to.  
 

In October, Louisiana will be hosting the Mid-
South Right of Way Conference in New Orleans. 
The appraisal of billboards will again be a major 
topic. Dr. Rudy Aguilar has agreed to speak, 
giving the industry’s point of view. Rudy is one of 
the major appraisers for the Lamar Corporation. 
Another major topic will be the acquisition of 
contaminated properties. Oates and Hudson law 
firm will provide a discussion of the legal issues 
involved in the acquisition of such properties. 
Some other topics that are scheduled to be 
discussed are training, Louisiana’s TIMED 
program, subsurface engineering, and Real Estate 
tracking systems. As many as ten states, and a 
large number of consultants, 
are expected to attend. 
 

In April, Jamie Boullion and I 
attended the “Domestic Scan 
on Right-of-Way Services” 
sponsored by the FHWA 
Office of Real Estate 
Services. The emphasis here 
was on electronic formats for 
appraisal and acquisition 
information. Also, we have 
completed the series of three 
seminars on current 
appraisal guidelines. There 
was a panel consisting of Lloyd Scallan,  David 
Pourciau, Mike McEacharn, myself, and Bob 
LeDoux of the Legal Section. Fee appraiser 
Charlie Cummings made a presentation on things 
to look for in identifying contamination that may 

affect property values. There was also a discussion 
on the electronic submission of appraisals.  
 

AARS 
Our new AARS 
computer system is 
being fully 
implemented. All 
new projects are 
being entered into 
AARS. The new 
system integrates all 

of the information 
involved in the 
acquisition process, 
from beginning to end. As with all new computer 
systems, we are experiencing some “growing 
pains,” but our employees have been good about 
providing prompt information about any problems 
they may have. The cooperation has been 
outstanding. You can go to the report module to 
see the kind of information that is available. The 
Desiard Street project (SPN 002-01-0042) has the 
most information available There are number of 
items that are entered on AARS that automatically 
update the PPMS system. We are hoping that the 
voucher facility on AARS will be available by the 
end of the year. 
 

Etc… 
In addition, we are close to implementing the new 

sales document program 
(which includes construction 
and drainage servitudes), 
which will create deeds in 
Word. This will allow for 
more flexibility and for 
easier revisions. .Training 
classes will be scheduled 
soon.  
 

Finally, LTM has begun the 
appraisal process on several 
projects. Their level of 
activity will be increasing as 
time goes on. and their 

projects will soon be a major part of our program. 
 

As you can see, there are many things going on in 
the Real Estate Section. We are making a lot of 
progress in updating the acquisition process and 

Jim Dousay and Charles Hudson 
show off the Excellence in Right 

of Way Award. 

Mike McEacharn, David Pourciau, Lloyd Scallan, and 
Jamie Boullion discuss electronic submission of 

appraisals at the Appraisal Workshop on May 29. 
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making it more efficient. These are time 
consuming activities, yet the day-to-day process of 
acquiring right of way continues, too. I want to 

thank all the Real Estate employees involved in 
these activities for their hard work and their 
dedication. !

State fiscal crises: we are not alone 
from the AASHTO Journal, January 3, 2003 

tate legislatures will convene across the 
country this month (January) to face "tough 
decisions" on how to cut another $17.5 

billion after having slashed $49 billion this fiscal 
year to meet balanced budget mandates. 
Meanwhile, prospects for FY 2004 appear equally 
grim, according to the National Conference of 
State Legislatures.  
 

Budget cuts are the order 
of the day as states 
struggle to balance their 
budgets by the end of FY 
2003, which for 46 states 
is only six months away 
on June 30. The NCSL 
named budget shortfalls 
as the number on state legislative issue for 2003, 
saying that while legislators will be making 
decisions on education, health care, and homeland 
security issues, every issue "will be influenced by 
the budget."  
 

State lawmakers will also be faced with crafting 
FY 2004 budgets, which many fear may be even 
leaner than those of FY 2003. A survey released 
by the National Governors' Association and 
National Association of State Budget Officers in 
November identified the heart of the problem In 
fiscal year 2002, state tax collections were 3.2 
percent lower than budgeted, personal income tax 
collections were down by 12.8 percent and 
corporate income taxes were 21.5 percent below 
projections. End of year balances plunged by some 
70 percent since FY 2000, declining to $37.8 
billion, $17.1 billion and $14.5 billion in FY 2001, 
2002 and 2003. 
 

States have relied upon a range of 
strategies to bridge the gap between 
revenue and spending, including 
across-the-board cuts, employee 
layoffs or early retirements, and some 
$8.3 billion in tax and fee increases. 

However, many of the budget-cutting tools states 
have relied upon in the past two years are one-
time only, leaving fewer options for FY 2004. 
 

As a consequence, governors from California to 
Connecticut are expected to propose tax increases 
that they once opposed. While the economy shows 
signs of a slow recovery, economists say it is 
unlikely to rebound dramatically in time to solve 
state financial problems. ! 
 

Susan Kruse 
Real Estate Agent 1 
Gang 008 
 

Stephen E. Hackley 
Real Estate Agent 1 
Gang 105 
 

Terri Hymel 
Clerk Chief 1 
Gang 016 

 

 

S 

May 15 – Kick off meeting starts yet another project. 
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Employee 

records album 
 

 
 

layne Mayard, Louisiana 
singer/songwriter and 15 year La DOTD 
Real Estate Specialist 3 has released his 

debut CD entitled Just Passing Thru which 
consists of 15 original self-produced songs with 
lyrics. These are songs for everyone as he is a 
versatile songwriter. You'll hear country, blues 
and Cajun influences on the album.  
 

Blayne has been performing live music as a 
singer/songwriter since 
"Way Back When" and 
has attended several 
songwriter workshops in 
Louisiana, Texas, 
Nashville, Tenn., etc and 
has been involved with 
songwriter organizations 
thru the years. One of the 
songs - entitled, Kickin 

Cajun Weekend - depicts going down to Louisiana 
where something's always going on, which is 
where the project was recorded, mixed mastered 
and designed. You'll hear great Louisiana music 
talent as he has well known professional local 
musicians featured on the album.  
 

The album cover(s) of Blayne "just passing thru" 
as he walks along a railroad track was 
photographed at a location in Edgerly, LA, 
adjacent to an abandoned rice mill near Hwy. 90 
between Sulphur and Vinton.. The album is a great 
Louisiana product that has "The Powerful Stuff".  
 

The CD can be purchased by mailing $15.00 
(check or money order w/return address) to 
CBMayard Record Company, P.O. Box 2006, 
Scott, La. 70583 or you can contact Blayne at 03-
257 for more info. Thanks for supporting 
Louisiana musicians and songwriters! ! 
 
 

 
 
 
Flag Day 2003 

The story of “old 
Glory” 
 

from www.pbs.org/capitolfourth 
or more than 200 years, the American flag 
has been the symbol of our nation’s unity, 
as well as a source of pride and inspiration 

for millions of citizens. Here are the highlights of 
its unique history. 
 

On June 14, 1777 the Continental Congress passed 
an Act to establish an official flag for the new 
nation. The resolution ordered that 
"the flag of the United States be 
made of thirteen stripes, alternate red 
and white; that the union be thirteen 
stars, white in a blue field, 
representing a new constellation." 
On August 3, 1949 President Truman 
commemorated the occasion by 
officially declaring June 14th Flag Day
 

While no one knows the exact origin o
American flag, some historians believe
designed by Congressman Francis Hop
sewn by Philadelphia seamstress Betsy
Between 1777 and 1960, Congress pas
acts that changed the shape, design and
arrangement of the flag and allowed fo
stars and stripes to be added to reflect 
admission of each new state.  
 

Today the flag consists of thirteen hori
stripes, seven red alternating with 6 wh
stripes represent the original 13 coloni
represent the 50 states of the Union. T
the flag are symbolic as well; red symb
Hardiness and Valor; White symbolize
Innocence and Blue represents Vigilan
Perseverance and Justice.  
 

An Inspiration to all...  
Amateur poet Francis Scott Key was s
by the sight of the American flag still f
Baltimore’s Fort McHenry after a Brit
bombardment that he wrote the Star-Sp
Banner on September 14, 1814. It offi
became our national anthem in 1931.  
In 1892, the flag inspired James B. Up
Francis Bellamy to write the "Pledge o
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Allegiance." It was first published in a magazine 
called The Youth’s Companion. 
 

Traveling Far and Wide...  
In 1909 Robert Peary placed a flag sewn by his 
wife at the North Pole. He also left pieces of 
another flag along the way. It is the only time a 
person has been honored for cutting the flag. In 
1963, Barry Bishop placed the flag on top of 
Mount Everest. In July 1969 the American flag 
was "flown" in space when Neil Armstrong placed 
it on the moon. ! 
 

A large crowd of appraisers, negotiating consultants, and 
DOTD employees attended the recent appraisal workshops. 
This picture was taken at the workshop held May 29 in Baton 

Rouge. 
 

Louisiana Purchase Bicentennial 

The Dunbar and Hunter 
Expedition, remember it? 
Arkansas celebrates the Louisiana 
Purchase Bicentennial, too 
information from www.lapurchase.org/ 

xhibits commemorating this year's 
bicentennial of the 1803 Louisiana 
Purchase debuted March 1 at the Museum 

of Regional History in Texarkana, AK, and at the 
Museum of Natural Resources near Smackover. 
On March 11, Louisiana Purchase exhibits at Hot 
Springs National Park in Hot Springs began. 
The Texarkana museum's exhibit, Three Cents an 
Acre: Louisiana Purchase and Western 
Exploration, which ended May 31, focused on the 
exploratory journey of Meriwether Lewis and 

William Clark. The exhibit 
featured diaries, clothing and 
other artifacts related to the 
expedition, as well as 
photographs and maps of the 
explored territory.  
 

The journey of William 
Dunbar and George Hunter, 
two explorers also 
commissioned by President Thomas Jefferson to 
explore southern territory acquired under the 
purchase, is the subject of the Smackover and Hot 
Springs exhibits. Dunbar and Hunter departed 
from Natchez, Miss., in October 1804 and traveled 
up the Ouachita River to Hot Springs, arriving 
there in December 1804. Their published accounts 
first brought national acclaim to the thermal 
springs in the Ouachita Mountains now preserved 
within Hot Springs National Park. 
 

The Museum of Natural Resources exhibit, Filling 
Up the Canvas: A Voyage up the Washita, 
includes a 10-foot map depicting the Dunbar-
Hunter route and will present information on the 
two explorers, the flora and fauna they 
encountered, the members of their expedition and 
the importance of their exploration. The exhibit 
will be displayed through Sept. 3.  
 

The Hot Springs National Park exhibit, entitled 
Dunbar and Hunter Expedition to the Hot Springs 
in 1804, which ended April 11, focused on the 
duo's sojourn and scientific findings at the thermal 
springs. 
 

A survey of the new lands, undertaken in 1815, 
led to the exploration and settlement of the 
American West. That survey began in what is now 
Arkansas - in a headwater swamp at the corners of 
Lee, Phillips and Monroe counties. 
 

The people of Arkansas take great pride in their 
state's history as part of the Louisiana Purchase 
and the starting point for the surveyors who 
explored and mapped the frontier. The initial point 
of the survey is now Louisiana Purchase Historic 
State Park. ! 

One Mile in Five: Debunking the Myth 
 

by Richard F. Weingroff 

E 
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from www.fhwa.dot.gov/infrastructure 
 

In the following article, we let the Federal Highway 
Administration's "unofficial historian" get something off his 
chest. He needed to vent. 
 

 don't know if 10 percent of the Russian 
government's income comes from the sale of 
vodka. I don't know if a cow can go upstairs, 

but not downstairs. And I certainly don't know if a 
duck's quack doesn't echo. 
But I do know the following 
statement is false: The 
Eisenhower Interstate 
Highway System requires that 
one mile in every five must 
be straight. These straight 
sections are usable as airstrips 
in times of war or other 
emergencies. False though it 
is, this "fact" has become a 
fixture of Internet Web sites 
with names such as "You 
Probably Didn't Know That 
..." and "Weird Fact Heaven." 
 

As with Dracula, it is very 
difficult to put a stake through 
the heart of this "fact." It's 
like the "urban myths" we 
have all heard. Now there are 
"Internet myths" - untrue 
claims that bounce around the Internet like juicy 
gossip with reality never having a hope of 
catching up with them. That's what happened with 
the one-out-of-five claim about airplane use of the 
Interstate Highway System.  
 

I have no idea where the one-out-of-five claim 
originated. Perhaps it is giving too much credit to 
whoever originated this "fact" to suggest that it 
began with a misreading of history. Under a 
provision of the Defense Highway Act of 1941, 
the Army Air Force and the Public Roads 
Administration (PRA), now the Federal Highway 
Administration operated a flight strip program. 
The flight strips were designed for easy access to 
public highways and to provide unmistakable 
landmarks that could be followed easily by a pilot. 
The benefits weren't expected to be entirely 
military.  
 

In that spirit, Congress considered including a 
flight strip program in the Federal-Aid Highway 
Act of 1944 - the law that authorized designation 
of a "National System of Interstate Highways." 
However, the 1944 act did not include the flight 
strip program. 
 

Some references to the one-out-of-five "law" 
attribute it to the Federal-Aid 
Highway Act of 1956. The 1956 
act launched the Interstate 
Highway Program. President 
Dwight D. Eisenhower fully 
supported the Interstate Highway 
System as vital to our economy, 
safety, relief of congestion, and 
defense. However, he didn't 
propose a one-out-of-five-mile 
rule, and Congress didn't include 
such a requirement in the 1956 
Act. The one-out-of-five rule was 
not part of any later legislation 
either. 
 

Don't panic. Here's the end of this 
article. 
 

In the hope that this article will 
find its way into Public Roads and 
Public Roads Online and will be 
seen by Internet surfers, I will 

conclude by saying that, for all I know, there are 
293 ways to make change for a dollar, snails can 
sleep for three years without eating, and an 
ostrich's eye is bigger than its brain. BUT NO 
LAW, REGULATION, POLICY, OR SLIVER OF 
RED TAPE REQUIRES THAT ONE OUT OF 
FIVE MILES OF THE INTERSTATE HIGHWAY 
SYSTEM MUST BE STRAIGHT! 
 

Trust me on that. Please! ! 
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Mike Barton, whose daughter Kate 
graduated from LSU in May. 
 

Charles Hudson, whose 
daughter Ginger graduated 
Magna Cum Laude fro LSU in 
May. 
 

Mike McEacharn, who 
came in second overall in the 
recent DOTD Golf Tournament, 
just two strokes off the lead. 
 

The origins of Father’s 
Day 
from www.web-holiday.com/dadsday/ 

he creation of a national day for Dads 
began back in the 1900s when a grateful 
daughter wanted to express her deep 

appreciation for her own father. A gentleman by 
the name of William Smart, a civil war veteran, 
was widowed when his wife died in childbirth. 
Mr. Smart raised his six children on a rural farm in 
eastern Washington State. When Sonora Louise 
Smart Dodd, one of Mr. Smart's children, was 
grown she wanted to show her appreciation for her 
father. He had shown her a great love and strength 
in raising her and her siblings as a single parent. 
So, in 1909, she proposed a day to honor her 
father in June (the month of her father's birth).  
 

The very first Fathers' Day followed on June 19, 
1910 in Spokane, Washington. In 1924, President 
Calvin Coolidge showed support of this becoming 
a national holiday. However, it wasn't until 1966 
when President Lyndon Johnson officially 
proclaimed Fathers' Day a national holiday to be 
celebrated on the 3rd Sunday of June. 
 

 Harry C. Meek, president of the Lions Club in 
Chicago, was also a component in establishing 
Fathers' Day. He gave several speeches around the 
United States expressing the need for a day to 
honor our fathers. In 1920 the Lions Clubs of 
America presented him with a gold watch, with 
the inscription "Originator of Fathers' Day".!  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Distr

ict personnel came to 
Baton Rouge on May 15 to 

learn about AARS 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

      District Managers attended the Appraisal Workshops 
(pay attention, Joey!) 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Some “seasoned 
veterans” of Real Estate (and 
Monique) celebrate Ken’s birthday in May. 
(Ken would not say which one it was). 
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“Education is not the filling of a pa
 

“The only failure is not knowing h
 

“Many an optimist has become rich
 

“All glory comes from daring to be
 

“You can’t shake hands with a clen
 

“A smile is contagious. Be a carrie
 

“Heart is what separates the good f
 

“It wasn’t raining when Noah buil
 

“Commitment is never an act of mo
 

“There is no place like http://www.
 

“Those who bring sunshine to the l
J.M. Barrie 
 

“I don’t think there’s anything as w
– Betty Ford  
 

“If you think you’re too small to m
mosquito.” –Anita Roddick  
“Quotable” 
il, but the lighting of a fire.” – William Butler Yeats 

ow to be happy.” – Celine Dion 

 by buying out a pessimist.” – Robert G. Allen 

gin.” – Eugene Ware 

ched fist." – Golda Meir 

r.” – Unknown 

rom the great.” – Michael Jordan 

t the ark.” – Howard Ruff 

deration.” – Kenneth C. Mills 

home.com.” – Unknown 

ives of others cannot keep it from themselves.”  - 

onderful in life as being able to help someone else.” 

ake a difference, you haven’t been in bed with a 
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